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As a kid growing up in St. Louis in the early I 950s. Gene McArtor, 
BS Ed '63, M Ed '64, PhD '72. 
often would go 10 the old Sportsman's 
Park to watch IheCardinatsplay base-
ball. His favorite learn was the Phila-
delphia Phillies, who had won the 
1950 National League pennant and 
were known affectionately as the 
Whiz Kids. 
Forty years later. many think of 
Gene McArtor as the Whiz Kid of 
Mizzou baseball. And with just as 
much affection. 
These days. "Coach Mac" appears 
to have il all. He eventually left the 
grandstands al Sportsman' s Park for 
the playing fields at Mizzou. and as a 
star first baseman helped lead the 
1962 and 1963 Tigers to the College 
World Series. He' s been MU' s base-
ball coach since 1974 and can boast 
an impressive record: two Big Eight 
Ii ties. six NCAA tournament berths, 
and most notable, 637 wins - more 
than any coach, in any sport, in the 
history of the University. 
in grade point average. Heisactivein 
professional work, and this year 
served as chainnan of the NCAA 
baseball committee and president of 
the American Baseball Coaches As-
sociation. Boosters call him a ·'class 
act:' and have fonned a club to stir up 
fan and financial support forthe base-
ball program. 
What's his secret? 
"Well, I enjoy all of those areas, 
and it doesn't bother me to devote 
time to them," says McArtor. ·'Let's 
take it a step further: As long as 
you·re doing something, you should 
give it your very best effort. That' s 
what I tell my players, and I try to li ve 
by it. too." 
Not that he's a saint, mind you. "Oh. I have my problems." he 
says. "I think I wrote the book 
on stubbornness."' He recalls adouble-
header scheduled against Mi ssouri 
WestemStateCollegeinMarch 1989. 
when two inches of snow covered 
Simmons Field. "Everybody was tell-
ing me, 'Coach. we have to cancel Family and friends say he·s a model husband and father. His 
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this.' But I was detennined to get the 
games in, so we plowed the field and 
played." The Tigers won the contests 
9·0 and 14·1. 
McArtor chooses his words care· 
fully and speaks deliberately. It can 
disarm an observer who may have 
expected a ranting, raving, Billy 
Martin·type of manager, "I've never 
seen Gene lose control," says Bobby 
Randall. baseball coach at Iowa State. 
"He gets his points across, but he's 
always a gentleman." 
Just don't mistake that cool com· posure for boredom. ''The day I 
stop getting butterflies before a 
game is the day I get out of coach· 
ing." McArtor says. "Besides, I love 
what I'm doing. There's something 
about green grass and fresh air and 
sunshine. There are no telephones. 
You can get away from the office for 
awhile. II's a great game." 
McArtor discovered the joys of 
baseball early. Both of his parents 
were teachers and coaches in St. Louis 
area high schools, and young Gene 
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trotted onto his first baseball dia· 
mond at age 8. He played first base 
and was the football quarterback at 
Webster Groves High School, then 
came to MU after three semesters at 
the University of Cincinnati. 
"I had thought I wanted to go into 
aerospace engineering, and Cincin· 
nati was a leader in that field," he 
says. "But I never realized how strong 
an impression teaching and coaching 
had made on me. When I decided I 
wanted to pursue that instead, Mizzou 
seemed a natural choice." 
McArtor enrolled in the College 
of Education and played baseball for 
the legendary John "Hi" Simmons. 
The Tigers won the Big Eight title 
and went to the College World Series 
during McAnor's junior and senior 
seasons, and "Mac" was selected all-
Big Eight first baseman in 1963. 
He was a hit on Campus, too, 
especially with a pretty brunette 
named Donna, "It was love at first 
sight." says Donna Roberts McArtor. 
BS Ed' 64. his wife of27 years, '" had 
been dating one of his fraternity broth· 
ers, but Gene and I saw each other 
one day in class, and something 
clicked. That was it." 
The two were married just 
as McAnor was finishing 
up his master's degree. 
They moved to St. Louis, 
and both taught at vari-
ous high schools for five 
years. One day in 1969, 
he received a phone call 
from Dan Devine, then 
MU football coach and 
athletic director. "I had 
been thinking of going 
back to get my doctor-
ate, and had made some 
inquiries," McArtor 
says. "Dancalledtoask 
if I'd like to be an assis· 
tant coach to the football 
or baseball team while I 
worked on my degree." 
Adds Donna: "That was 
oneofthehappiestmoments 
of his life." 
As it turned out, McArtor was 
assigned to his fonner baseball coach. 
And when Simmons retired at the 
end of the 1973 season, McAnor was 
the logical successor. 
Since then, Tiger baseball teams 
have produced 17 winning seasons, 
six All·Americans and 41 players 
who have gone on to the professional 
ranks. Just as important, McArtor 
believes, is the type of person his 
program has produced. ''Gene's teams 
are like him: quiet, down-to-earth, 
dedicated people who get the job 
done." Iowa State's Randall says. 
They're also good students: ofthe 34 
players on the 1991 Tiger roster, II 
posted grade point averages above 
3.0 this spring. 
"When we go OUIIO recruit we let 
the players know what we expect of 
them,"McAnorsays."Wewantgood 
students and good athletes who know 
how to conduct themselves on the 
field and off. If someone is looking 
for a free ride or just wants to get by 
... well, we generally don't get that 
type of player." 
McArtor made a successful 
recuitment pitch to catcher John Hay, 
ajuniorfrom Florissant. Mo. "Every-
one looks for a program like this 
one," says Hay, a finance major who 
carriesa3.8GPA. "We've gotagood 
group. We hang out together and 
keep each other in line." 
WhiletheTigersmaYbehighOn talent and dedication, they 
could use a little help in the 
financial department. As a non-rev-
enue-producing spon, the MU base-
ball program was able to award the 
equivalent of only eight full scholar-
ships last year, which McArtor split 
among 22 players. There will be a 
few more scholarships next spring, 
but the budget is acontinuing source 
of concern. "I understand the prob-
lem. bUI westill can have a successful 
program," McArtor says. 
In an attempt to make it a bit more 
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successful,someColumbiaareabase-
ball fans formed the Tiger Bullpen 
Club. The group has drawn more 
than 200 members in a year's time. 
"The initial idea was to drum up 
support and bring more people to the 
ballpark," says Wayne Sells, Educ 
'65, of Columbia, president of the 
club. "But we're involved in a num-
ber of fund-raising activities. too. 
We'd like to be able to provide more 
scholarships, and there are some im-
provements we'd like to see at 
Simmons Field." 
Attendance at home baseball games this year averaged 530, 
which is up from previous years 
but far short of the average atten-
dance at Tiger road games, 904. 
McArtor believes the sport is ripe for 
a popularity explosion. '" see college 
baseball now as being in the same 
place as college basketball 15 or 20 
years ago," he says. "ESPN is tele-
vising some college games. CBS has 
started covering games. Some col-
leges are building new stadiums. That 
was all part of the basketball boom. 
We may be on the verge of something 
similar." 
Sells agrees. " I want to 'be there 
when ESPN televises its first game 
from Simmons Field:' he adds. " It 's 
going to happen." 
Television or no, McArtor most 
likely will be there. He's had a num-
ber of job offers over the/years, and 
has turned them all down to stay at hi s 
alma mater. He and Donna have 
placed a priority on providing astable 
environment fortheirtwo sons: Steve, 
who will be a freshman at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi this fall, and Mike, 
who will be aseniorat Hickman High 
School. "My mom still lives in the 
same house in Webster Groves where 
I grew up," McArtor says. "Here in 
Columbia, we've lived in the same 
house for 18 years. I guess it goes 
back to your upbringi ng. , want to 
give my family the same type of 
stability that J enjoyed." 
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In his spare time, he officiates 
high school and college football 
games and reads upon the Civil War. 
He says he has accomplished just 
about everything he's ever set out to 
do. "But I'd still like to take a team to 
the College World Series," he adds. 
So why would a kid growing up in 
St. Louis intheearly 1950s-a time 
when the Cardinals had Stan ''The 
Man" Musial, Red Schoendienst and 
Enos Slaughter - idolize the Phila-
delphia Phillies? 
McArtor laughs. '" was at a very 
impressionable age, and the Phillies 
had just taken the pennant," he says. 
'They were wi nners." 
Guess it takes one to know one. 
Tigers face tough schedule 
It' s bad enough , head football Coach Bob Stull says. that nine starters from 
last season have graduated and eight other players have been suspended or 
dismissed for violations of the law. "Just look at our schedule," moans 
Stull, who is beginning his third year at Mizzou. 
The Tigers' first three opponents in 1991 are Illinois, 
Baylor and Indiana, all contenders for the top spot in 
their conferences. A couple of weeks later, MU opens 
Big Eight play against Colorado. the defending national 
champion. Later on are Nebraska and Oklahoma. 'This 
would be a tough schedule if we had won 10 games last 
year:' Stull says. " It 's especially tough when you were 
4-7." 
But Stull believes Mi uou can build a new. explosive 
offense around sophomore quarterback Phil Johnson, 
who passed for 1,000 yards and seven touchdowns in a 
supporting role last season. If Johnson can connect with 
wide receivers Victor Bailey and Skip Leach in the 
same way as Kent Kiefer connected with Damon Mays 
and Linzy Collins last year - and there are indications 
he can - Tiger fans will have a lot to cheer about. 
The team' s strong points appear to be the offensive 
line, which returns four starters, and the defensive line, 
which returns three. Center Brad Funk and offensive 
tackle Russ "the Bus" McCullough have shots at all-
America status. while tackle Mario Johnson adds some 
bulk at 310 pounds. 
TheSporti"8 News and U"dy's both pick MU to 
finish fourth in the Big Eight. First, though, the Tigers 
will need to patch up a porous defense that has allowed 
723 points in the past two seasons. This year there's a 
new defensive coordinator, Larry Hoefer. as well as 
fi ve linebackers in the most recent recruiting class. But 
many of the staning defensive spots. especially in the 
secondary, wi ll be fill ed by inexperienced players. 
One thing is certain: The 1991 Tigers wil l be 
exci ting to watch. Johnson has good speed and can scramble, and 51U1l 
notes that Mizzou finished last season ranked sixth nationally in passing. 
"We certainly hope to continue that this year:' he adds. 
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